
BASIC STEPS OF THE                        
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

 Crime Occurs 

Investigation/                       
Arrest or Citation 

Initial Appearance 

Preliminary Hearing or      
Trial Information Filed 

Arraignment  & Plea Not Guilty Guilty 

Discovery & Plea 
Negotiations 

Trial 
Verdict 

Not Guilty 

Sentencing 

 

  

VICTIM/WITNESS PROGRAM 
OF 

CERRO GORDO COUNTY 


